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ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 HEW-06 PA-02 ICAE-00 DEAE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-10 10-14 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 CTME-00 
SNM-05 TRSE-00 OES-07 OMB-Ol INRE-00 SSO-OO 
NSCE-00 /065 W 

076038 112348Z/66 

O 112335Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0172 

UNCLAS MEXICO 07836 


EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS - USE OF DYE TO MARK SPRAYED MARI- 
JUANA 

1 . DURING MEETING OF EMBASSY OFFICERS WITH ATTORNEY 
GENERAL FLORES ON MAY 

10 TO DISCUSS ERADICATION PROGRAM EVALUATION, FLORES 
INFORMED EMBASSY OFFICERS THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO 
PROCEED WITH LARGE-SCALE TEST OF ADDING RHODAMINE B 
TO PARAQUAT SPRAYED ON MARIJUANA. TEST WOULD LAST 
APPROXIMATELY 30 DAYS 

AND WOULD PERMIT EVALUATION OF DYE EFFECTIVENESS BOTH 
IN PREVENTING HARVESTING OF SPRAYED MARIJUANA AND IN 
IDENTIFYING SPRAYED MARIJUANA AT VARIOUS STAGES OF 
DISTRIBUTION CHAIN. 

2. ACCORDING TO FLORES, TEST WOULD BEGIN AS SOON AS 
ADEQUATE QUANTITIES OF DYE CAN BE OBTAINED. 

3. EMBASSY OFFICERS STATED THAT EMBASSY HAD BREN 
RECEIVING ENQUIRIES ON THIS SUBJECT FROM VARIOUS 
JOURNALISTS AND ADDED THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE OUR 
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POLICY OF REFERRING SUCH ENQUIRIES TO ATTORNEY GENERAL'S 
OFFICE. FLORES AGREED THAT JOURNALISTS SHOULD BE 
REFERRED TO HIS EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 

FERNANDO BAEZA. 

4. WE HAVE THUS FAR REFERRED TWO ENQUIRIES TO BAEZA 
AND UNDERSTAND FROM UPI CORRESPONDENT HERE THAT UPI 
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MEXICO CITY FILED A REPORT EVENING OF MAY 10 BASED ON 
INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM BAEZA. THOMPSON 
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